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So long and thanks for all the stalling
One down, one to go. So farewell, Sir Iain Vallance, thanks for the 
memories and all the ammunition. The man who almost single-
handedly held back the rollout of broadband services in the UK has 
decided to call it a day.

    
 

By Aled Herbert
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Of course, he can't take all the glory 
for hamstringing the internet industry 
- take a bow Sir Peter, who may 
follow him shortly.

Vallance had been with the telco for 35 years, occupying the role of 
chairman since 1987. During those years he has led the company onto 
the rocks, strangling innovation in one hand and competition in the 
other. Both he and Bonfield had come under intense pressure 
following the debacle surrounding the unbundling of the local loop and 
the failure to make Britain broadband. It became a question of when, 
not if, the axe would fall.

Once BT's PR department held up its hands and admitted defeat in the 
impossible battle to improve the telco's image in the press and 
industry, Vallance's approach to media relations had all the grace and 
subtlety of a buffalo on roller skates.

Vallance once described BT as a "lollipop man trying to restrain the 
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